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Voting at black colleges falls 
— can Dems turn it around? 


BY TONY PUGH 
tpugh@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

Once prized fighters in the 
battle for voting rights, students 
at America’s historically black 
colleges and universities 
dropped their guard in the 2016 
elections. 

Voter turnout among the 
estimated 300,000 students at 


HBCws fell nearly 11 percent 
from 2012 to 2016, according to 
a national survey by the In- 
stitute for Democracy & Higher 
Education at Tufts University. 
The decline, while consistent 
with a fall among black voters of 
all ages in 2016, was a sharp 
departure. 

Certainly, the lower turnout 
reflected the absence of Presi- 
dent Barack Obama from the 
Democratic ticket in 2016, a 


lack of enthusiasm for the new 
standard bearer, Hillary Clinton, 
and a weakening of the long- 
time allegiance between the 
party and African-American 
youth. But the worst may be yet 
to come. 

If historic trends hold, Demo- 
crats could see black voter turn- 
out drop 30 percent in 2018, 
resulting in 5.2 million fewer 
African-American voters, 
according to a report by the 


nonpartisan Voter Participation 
Center and Democratic pollster 
Celinda Lake. 

Turnout among millennials, 
ages 18 to 34, could fall 35 per- 
cent next year, for a loss of 
25.4 million voters, the report 
found. 

Declines of this magnitude 
among overlapping groups who 
largely support Democrats could 
dash the party’s hopes of re- 
taking Congress in next year’s 


midterm elections, when turn- 
out typically falters and Repub- 
licans usually vote in higher 
numbers. 

“It’s a big warning” for Dem- 
ocrats, said Lake. “It’s a big 
wake-up call. I think people 
have no idea the volume we’re 
talking about.” 

When coupled with a 2016 rise 
in third-party “protest votes” by 
millennials of color, trends sug- 
gest that - without some course 
correction - Democrats could see 
widespread indifference among 
young black voters, whose con- 
cerns about economic and crimi- 
nal justice received scant atten- 
tion from the party on the 2016 
campaign trail. 

“I don’t think there’s any fear 
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Groups plan 
big push to 
keep DACA 
youths here 


BY FRANCO ORDONEZ, EMILY CADEI 
AND ANDREA DRUSCH 


McClatchy Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON 

With prospects dimming for a 
deal this year to prevent young 
immigrants brought to the U.S. 
as children from deportation, 
sympathetic groups are planning 
to push hard over the next few 
weeks to force the issue back to 
the top of Washington’s agenda. 

Activists see their December 
bid as their last, best shot to 
save about 800,000 young 
immigrants protected by the 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals program from being 
deported. 

They face a tough challenge, 
with the White House distracted 
by tax legislation and Congress 
reluctant to act quickly to save 
the program. 

Calling it illegal, the adminis- 
tration announced in September 
that DACA would be terminated 
after six months to give Con- 
gress time to pass a legislative 
fix that might allow the young 
immigrants here illegally to stay 
in the only country many of 
them have ever known. 

The new initiative to save 
DACA starts this week when 
caravans of the young immi- 
grants will start arriving in 
Washington. Activists are plan- 
ning rallies in front of the White 
House, sit-ins on Capitol Hill 
and possibly other acts of civil 
disobedience. 

“People are throwing every- 
thing at the wall because they 
see this as the moment,” said 
Jeremy Robbins, executive di- 
rector of the Partnership for a 
New American Economy, which 
is working with Republicans and 
Democrats who support protect- 
ing DACA beneficiaries. 

Businesses will set up a “war 
room” Dec. 6 inside the Capitol 
where Republican and Demo- 
cratic supporters can conduct 
interviews with national and 
local reporters. 

The room will include video 
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BY ELY PORTILLO 
elyportillo@charlotteobserver.com 


ohnny Harris’ career 
spans decades of the 
city’s growth, but the 
self-proclaimed “old 
dog” isn’t done building. 


for an old dog in a room,” 
Harris said during a recent 
interview at his wood-paneled 
office in SouthPark. “I maybe 
don’t bark like I used to and 
demand attention the way I 
used to, but I can sit in the 
room and watch, and from 
time to time make a very posi- 


Harris, CEO of Lincoln Har- 
ris, doesn’t plan to retire from 
the firm that bears his name, 
or to throttle down on his ef- 
forts to bring more national 
golf events to Charlotte and 
Quail Hollow Club, where he is 
president. 

“Sometimes there’s a place 


tive suggestion.” 

A glance around Harris’ 
office shows the commitment 
he still has to his various pro- 
jects. Books on skyscrapers and 
golf course design are stacked 
up on his table. In a conference 
room down the hall, a PGA- 
branded telescope is trained on 


uptown, where his company’s 
newest office tower is rising 
next to Bank of America Stadi- 
um. 

Harris, 70, is set to receive 
the 2017 Citizen of the 
Carolinas award from the 
Charlotte Chamber next Tues- 
day. The Chamber is recog- 
nizing Harris for bringing the 
2017 PGA Championship to 
Quail Hollow, as well as his 
decades of involvement in 
Charlotte’s building booms. 
The grandson of N.C. Gov. 
Cameron Morrison, Johnny 
Harris and his family were 
instrumental in transforming 


JOHN D. SIMMONS jsimmons@charlotteobserver.com 


Johnny Harris talked about what it takes to make a great leader, what he expects in Charlotte’s future and his love for the city and the 
Carolinas during a wide-ranging interview at his office in South Park this month. Harris is the winner of the Citizen of the Carolinas award. 


Developer Harris reflects 
on the changes he’s seen 
as city keeps booming 


thousands of acres of family 
land into SouthPark and Bal- 
lantyne. 

Lincoln Harris remains one 
of the most active developers 
in Charlotte, with a half-dozen 
big projects underway. The 
company is redeveloping the 
former Charlotte Observer site 
uptown with a 33-story office 
tower, the first phase of a new 
mega-project; building a 180- 
acre mixed-use development 
called Rea Farms on Provi- 
dence Road; and partnering 
with Crescent Communities to 
develop the almost 1,400-acre 
River District west of Char- 
lotte’s airport, the biggest 
single development since 
Ballantyne. 

During a wide-ranging con- 
versation, Harris shared his 
thoughts on the city’s future, 
Quail Hollow Club, the chal- 
lenges for Charlotte’s lead- 
ership, the aftermath of the 
Keith Lamont Scott shooting 
last year and why President 
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